
May 11, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane
Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

RE: Docket #98N-1038, Irradiation in the production processing and handling of food

To Whom it May Concern:

As a concerned citizen who cares about how food is processed, I would like for you to
insist that there should be prominent labehng on products that are irradiated. The term
“irradiation” or “irradiated”, as well as, the radura symbol should be used.

The proposed alternative terms “cold pasteurization” and electronic pasteurization” are
incredibly misleading to the public that does not have a scientific background. They
should not be used.

The absence of noticeable labeling would be misleading because irradiation does destroy
vitamins and causes changes in sensory and spoilage qualities that are not obvious or
expected by the consumer.

The FDA should keep regulations requiring prominent and conspicuous labeling on
packaging or displays and should include both the radura logo and a disclosure
statement ie: “treated with radiation” or “treated by irradiation”. This should be a
permanent disclosure and not have an expiration date.

Please continue to protect the public by requiring honest disclosures.

Sincerely,

Cyn&ia S. Beach
P.O. Box 446
Cedaredge, CO 81413

cc: Scott McGinnis 225 N. 5*, Grand Junction, CO 81501
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